
 

Failure to Address Climate Change Isn’t an Option 

Support the Waxman Amendment to H.R. 3826 

  

March 5, 2014 

  

Dear Colleague: 

  

Later today, the House will consider H.R. 3826, legislation that poses a serious threat to our 

children and grandchildren.  Coal-fired power plants are the single largest source of the 

dangerous carbon pollution that is driving climate change, but H.R. 3826 would allow these 

plants to keep polluting indefinitely with no limits whatsoever. 

  

I plan to offer an amendment to H.R. 3826 which asks the Republican majority a simple 

question:  if you don’t want EPA to set limits on carbon pollution, what is your alternative plan 

to address climate change? 

  

My amendment does not change how H.R. 3826 would limit EPA’s authority to address carbon 

pollution from coal-fired power plants.  My amendment simply says that those limits on EPA’s 

authority do not apply until there is an alternative approach to replace the EPA rules that is at 

least as effective as those rules in reducing carbon pollution.  

  

There are many ways to address climate change.  But doing nothing is not a responsible 

option.  If Congress does not like the Administration’s plan, we have an obligation to put in 

place a better one.  Blocking EPA without proposing an alternative, which is what H.R. 3826 

does, is a recipe for climate disaster.  

  

I urge you to join me in recognizing that climate change is real and urgent, and I hope you will 

support my amendment to make it clear that no action isn’t an option. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

HENRY A. WAXMAN 

Ranking Member 

Committee on Energy and Commerce 

  

 


